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Old er is s ues of S y d t rug s n ew s le t t e rs . 
Editor  

For the Sydtrug web site I have long 
tr ied to get h old of older is s u es of Syd tru g 
News , th e few I h a ve a re pa cked fu ll of qu ite 
tech n ica l in form a tion on th e TRS80 ra n ge of 
computers.  

Well !! we h a ve been con ta cted by 
Ia n Ma vric down Melbou rn e wa y a s h e h a s 
s ca n n ed in h is collect ion of ou r n ews let ters 
a n d offered th em to th e clu b . Alth ou gh h e is 
m is s in g a few cop ies th ere is fa ir ly good 
coverage from 1983 to 1997.  

Ia n a ls o collects / repa irs TRS80 
m a ch in es , h e will p rovide a h om e to a n y 
u n wa n ted TRS80 s com plete or oth erwis e. 
He is t ryin g to s t im u la te in teres t in th e TRS 
m a ch in es , n ot s o m u ch a s a u s efu l 
a ltern a t ive to a cu rren t Win 7 or MAC 
com pu ter , bu t a s collectors a n d res torers of 
old hardware for posterity.  

Ia n repa irs , u pgra des , pu rch a s es 
a n d re-s ells TRS s tu ff... followin g is th e 
a dd res s of h is webs ite to give you m ore of a n 
idea of what he does. 
http://ianmav.customer.netspace.net.au/trs
80/

 

Initially anyway, I am looking at 
pu t t in g u p a volu m e a t a t im e from Ia n s 
collection for a period of a couple of months. 
They are in PDF format and can be 
downloaded. If you have any of the missing 
issues please let us know, perhaps you could 
send us a photocopy or scan of the 
newsletter, even send/donate the newsletter 
to us so that we can scan it and complete the 
volume. This in fact refers to any issues not 
on the website.  

As time permits I will be making up 
an index not only of recent issues but also 
the is s u es from Ia n s collect ion s o th a t 
viewers can locate items they are interested 
in.  

Thanks for your efforts Ian and hope 
we can add to your collection.  

Not e : Th is m on th 1 9 8 6 an d 8 7 have be e n 
added 
__________________________________________  

Choosing a Mouse 
By S and y Berger, Com puKIS S New s le tter 
www.compukiss.com 
sandy (at) compukiss.com  

Th e m ou s e is a u s efu l com pu ter tool. 
Here's a lit t le h is tory com bin ed with 
in form a tion on th e m a n y d ifferen t types of 
mice available today.   

Ma n y peop le s eem to be cu r iou s h ow th e 
m ou s e got its n a m e. In th e ea r ly 1960 's , a 
m a n n a m ed Dou gla s En gelba r t wa s 
fa s cin a ted with a th eory h e ca lled "h u m a n 
a u gm en ta t ion tech n ology," a n idea th a t th e 
com pu ter s h ou ld be u s ed to en h a n ce h u m a n 
perform a n ce. Up to th a t t im e, com pu ters 
were u s efu l on ly to m ilita ry a n d s cien t ific 
com m u n it ies . In 1968 , En gelba r t m a de a n 
in pu t device to h elp peop le in tera ct with th e 
com pu ter . Th e or igin a l m ou s e wa s a s m a ll 
recta n gu la r wooden box with a ca b le ru n n in g 
to th e com pu ter . Sin ce th e cord looked like a 
tail and mice are known for scurrying along a 
s u rfa ce, th is n ew device qu ick ly beca m e 
kn own a s a m ou s e. Th e m ou s e tu rn ed ou t to 
be on e of En gleba r t 's m os t in gen iou s idea s . 
Yet , En gleba r t 's or igin a l idea s were rejected , 
on ly to be res u rrected la ter by oth ers wh o 
took both th e cred it a n d th e fin a n cia l 
rewa rds . Beca u s e it frees th e u s er from 
h a vin g to exclu s ively u s e th e keyboa rd , th e 
m ou s e is recogn ized a s on e of th e grea t 
breakthroughs in computing.   

Th e ba s ic fu n ct ion a lity a n d s ize of th e 
m ou s e th a t we u s e toda y h a s ch a n ged lit t le 
s in ce 1968 , bu t th ere h a ve been ch a n ges in 
th e tech n ology beh in d th e m ou s e. Older m ice 
worked by a t ra ck in g ba ll on th e bot tom of 
th e device. If you a re s t ill u s in g th is type of 
roller ball mouse, it is time for an upgrade.   

Th e n ewer type of m ou s e is th e 
op t ica l m ou s e. Th e op t ica l m ou s e u s es a t in y 
ca m era to ta ke th ou s a n ds of p ictu res every 
s econ d . It em p loys a ligh t-em it t in g d iode 
(LED) th a t bou n ces ligh t off th e s u rfa ce on to 
a CMOS s en s or th a t is s im ila r to th e s en s ors 
used in some digital cameras.   

Op tica l m ice h a ve s evera l a dva n ta ges over 
the traditional roller ball mice:   

* Th ey h a ve bet ter t ra ck in g a n d a s m ooth er 
response. 
* There are no moving parts to wear out.  
* Wh ile d ir t ga th ered in s ide of th e ba ll a n d 
roller ba rs of t ra d it ion a l m ice in terfer in g with 
th e t ra ck in g, th e op t ica l m ou s e is s ea led a n d 
th ere is n o wa y for d ir t to get in s ide th e 
mouse.  
* Th ey ca n be u s ed on m os t s u rfa ces with ou t 
a m ou s e pa d . Th e on ly excep t ion is a m irror , 
glass, or extremely shiny surface.   

Mos t op t ica l m ice h a ve a red ligh t 
that shines through the bottom of the mouse. 
Th e ligh t ca n a ctu a lly be a n y color . I h a ve 
even s een a few th a t cycle th rou gh va r iou s 
colours, a lth ou gh I don 't rea lly s ee th e poin t 

http://ianmav.customer.netspace.net.au/trs
http://www.compukiss.com
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in th a t beca u s e th e bot tom of th e m ou s e is 
usually not seen.   

On e of th e n ewes t types of m ice is th e 
la s er m ou s e. Th is is a type of op t ica l m ou s e 
th a t u s es a la s er bea m in s tea d of a n LED 
ligh t . Th e la s er bea m is in vis ib le, or n ea r ly 
in vis ib le, to th e h u m a n eye. Th e la s er m ou s e 
is m ore p recis e a n d a ccu ra te, bu t a ls o m ore 
expen s ive. It 's grea t for p rofes s ion a l gra ph ic 
des ign ers a n d s om e ga m ers m igh t fin d th em 
u s efu l, bu t th e a vera ge com pu ter u s er won 't 
s ee en ou gh d ifferen ce to wa rra n t th e 
increased cost.   

So if you a re s t ill u s in g a m ou s e with 
a roller ball on the bottom, you might want to 
u pgra de to a n op t ica l m ou s e. Or bu y a n ew 
com pu ter , m os t of wh ich n ow com e with 
optical mice. You will see a difference.   

Oh , a n d wh en you get to th e s tore, be 
p repa red to s pen d a lit t le t im e in m a k in g a 
decis ion . You will fin d des ign er m ice in red , 
green , b lu e, pu rp le, a n d oth er colours. You 
will also see mice in many different sizes with 
a la rge va r iety of fin is h es . Th e m os t 
im porta n t th in g, h owever , m a y be for you to 
ch oos e a m ou s e th a t fits you r h a n d a n d feels 
comfortable.   

Als o rem em ber th a t th ere a re oth er 
in pu t devices th a t ca n be s u bs t itu ted for a 
m ou s e. Th ere a re t ra ckba lls , joy s t icks , a n d 
tou ch pa ds th a t ca n be u s ed if you don 't fin d 
a m ou s e com for ta b le. Th ere a re a ls o 
s pecia lized devices th a t ca n be u s ed for 
peop le with d is a b ilit ies . Som e of th es e 
devices ca n even a d ju s t for s h a ky h a n ds a n d 
oth er dexter ity p rob lem s . I u s e a s pecia lized 
m ou s e ca lled a n Aerob ic Mou s e 
(www.a erob icm ou s e.com ) th a t is es pecia lly 
des ign ed for peop le with a r th r it is a n d ca rpa l 
tunnel syndrome. It's a big, ugly mouse, but I 
love it . It keeps you r h a n d in a h a n d -shake 
pos it ion th a t a llevia tes th e twis t in you r wris t 
th a t ca n ca u s e pa in if you u s e th e com pu ter 
a lot or h a ve ca rpa l tu n n el s yn d rom e. It a ls o 
s tea d ies th e h a n d , m a k in g u s in g th e m ou s e 
easier.   

So ta ke you r t im e a n d fin d th e m ou s e 
or in pu t device th a t is r igh t for you . Toda y, 
m os t m ice a t ta ch to you r com pu ter th rou gh 
th e USB por t . Th is is a n ice fea tu re s in ce it 
m ea n s th a t if you a n d you r h on ey wa n t to 
u s e d ifferen t m ice, th ey ca n both be p lu gged 
in a t th e s a m e t im e a n d ea ch pers on ca n 
h a ve con s ta n t a cces s to th e m ou s e of th eir 
choice. 
__________________________________________  

__________________________________________ 
One-Liners !!!  

The last thing I want to do is hurt you. But 
it's still on the list  

We live in a society where pizza gets to your 
house before the police. 
____________________________________________  

S h ou ld y ou w orry a bou t im a ge 
retention on an LCD monitor? 
By Lind a Gons e, Ed itor/ Webmaster, 
ORCOPUG (Orange County PCUG), California 
www.orcopug.org 
editor (at) orcopug.org 
Ju ly 2011 is s ue, Nibbles n Bits  

I ju s t bou gh t a b ra n d n ew HP ZR22w 
LCD fla t s creen m on itor . My u n ders ta n d in g 
a lwa ys h a s been th a t bu rn -in (a ls o ca lled 
im a ge reten t ion or im a ge pers is ten ce) does 
n ot occu r on LCD s creen s . Bu t , a n HP h elp 
file th a t ca m e with m y m on itor d is pelled th a t 
notion.  

   
Im a ge reten t ion occu rs wh en th e 

m on itor is left ON wh ile d is p la yin g th e s a m e 
im a ge for a n exten ded per iod of t im e, lea vin g 
a s h a dow of th is im a ge on th e s creen .   

I res ea rch ed th e bu rn -in p rob lem 
fu r th er a n d Abou t .com , h t tp :/ / b it .ly/ k05clD, 
s a id Im a ge reten t ion ca n be corrected in 
m os t ca s es a n d is ea s ily p reven ted . Th a t 
statement was a relief!   

Th e a r t icle wen t on to lis t m eth ods 
th a t cou ld be u s ed to p reven t im a ge 
retention/persistence.   

1 . Set th e s creen to tu rn off a fter a 
few m in u tes of s creen id le t im e u n der th e 
Power fu n ct ion s in Win dows . Tu rn in g th e 
m on itor d is p la y off will p reven t a n im a ge 
from bein g d is p la yed on th e s creen for 
exten ded per iods of t im e. Of cou rs e, th is 
cou ld be a n n oyin g to s om e peop le a s th e 
s creen m a y go off m ore th a n th ey wis h .

 

2. Us e a s creen s a ver th a t eith er 
rota tes , h a s m ovin g gra ph ic im a ges or is 
b la n k . Th is a ls o p reven ts a n im a ge for being 
d is p la yed in s creen for too lon g.

 

3. Rota te a n y ba ckgrou n d im a ges on 
th e des k top . Ba ckgrou n d im a ges a re on e of 
th e m os t com m on ca u s es for im a ge 
pers is ten ce. By s witch in g ba ckgrou n ds every 
da y or few da ys , it s h ou ld redu ce th e ch a n ge 
of pers is ten ce.

 

4. Tu rn off th e m on itor wh en th e 
s ys tem is n ot in u s e. Th is will p reven t a n y 

http://www.aerobicmouse.com
http://www.orcopug.org
http://bit.ly/k05clD
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problem s wh ere th e s creen s a ver or power 
fu n ct ion fa ils to tu rn off th e s creen a n d 
res u lt in a n im a ge s it t in g on th e s creen for 
lon g t im es .

  
Th e bottom lin e is n ot to be too 

worr ied a bou t im a ge bu rn -in , bu t keep it in 
m in d wh en u s in g you r LCD m on itor a n d you 
can easily prevent it from happening.   

If s om eh ow it does h a ppen , s ee 
h t tp :/ / b it .ly/ k05clD for in s tru ct ion s on h ow 
to correct exis t in g im a ge reten t ion on LCD 
monitors.  

Finally, th e HP text h elp fu lly revea led 
a n oth er p rob lem n ot kn own to a ll LCD 
m on itor u s ers , th e flu ores cen t ligh ts in s ide 
th e d is p la y h a ve a lim ited lifet im e a n d will 
gra du a lly degra de. Th is is rea s on en ou gh 
n ot to lea ve a m on itor on 24 / 7 , even with a 
screens a ver en a b led . Us e th e t im ed 
En ergy/ Power s et t in g to a u tom a tica lly tu rn 
the monitor off when your system is idle for a 
while. 
__________________________________________  

Th ree Ga d ge t s for Your Dig i t a l 
Camera  
By S h aron W albran , Pres id en t / Ed itor, Tw in 
Cities PC Us ers Group, MN  
h ttp:/ / w w w .tcpc.com 
SQWalbran(at)yahoo.com  
October 2011 issue, The Digital Viking  

As a n a vid ph otogra ph er with a 
cou p le poin t-and-s h oot d igita l ca m era s I a m 
a lwa ys on th e lookou t for ga dgets to im prove 
th e exper ien ce, bu t th a t will n ot b rea k you r 
pocketbook. Here a re th ree ga dgets u n der 
US$20 .00 th a t s olve is s u es with d igita l 
cameras, and are worth exploring.   

De lkin LCD Sh ade . LCD d is p la ys a re grea t 
for givin g you a p review of th e p ictu re you 
a re a bou t to ta ke a n d th en , a fter th e p ictu re 
is ta ken , s h owin g th e p ictu re you took for 
review. Un for tu n a tely, in th e b r igh t 
s u n s h in e, th e LCD d is p la y is a lm os t 
im pos s ib le to s ee. Th e Delk in Popu p LCD 
Sh a de 2 .5 , s old th rou gh Am a zon .com , is a 
good solution. 

Th is s im p le, ligh tweigh t p la s t ic shade 
a t ta ch es to th e body of th e ca m era with 

adhesive. 
Wh en flipped u p th e LCD ca n be rea d 

even in b r igh t s u n ligh t . Th e s ide win gs fold 
in a n d th e s h a de fold s down to n ea t ly cover 
th e LCD a n d p rotect it from s cra tch es a n d 
da m a ge. Th e s ide win gs a re delica te a n d 
cou ld ea s ily b rea k . In th e clos ed pos it ion th e 
s h a de h a s a s m a ll footp r in t s o th ere is n o 
a dded bu lk from th is device. Th e p r ice va r ies 
bu t ca n u s u a lly be pu rch a s ed for a rou n d 
US$10.00.   

Quikpod Com pod Ext e ndable Handhe ld 
Tripod. If you ve ever been on a t r ip a n d 
wa n ted to ta ke a ph oto of you rs elf a n d 
a n oth er pers on bu t h es ita ted to h a n d you r 
ca m era over to a s t ra n ger , th en th is is th e 
ga dget for you . Th is device is a bou t a foot 
lon g with a d ia m eter of a bou t a n in ch a n d 
ea s ily fits in a pu rs e or a ba ckpa ck . On on e 
en d is a s crew th a t a t ta ch es s ecu rely to th e 
bottom of your digital camera. Then from 
the end nearest you, you can release a 
chrome knob that extends the Compod to as 
long as 38.5 inches.  

  

To ta ke a ph oto of you rs elf or you rs elf 
and oth ers , tu rn on th e s elf-t im er on th e 
ca m era , s t r ike a pos e, a n d ta ke th e s h ot . Th e 
Com pod ca n a ls o be u s ed to ta ke a ph oto 
over a crowd of peop le. It h a s a s olid , s tea dy 
feel even a t a con s idera b le exten s ion . Aim in g 
th e ca m era in th e p recis e loca t ion ta kes 
s om e p ra ct ice. Th e Com pod is ju s t on e of 
s evera l p rodu cts in th is ca tegory. On e of th e 
oth er p rodu cts is th e Qu ikpod Con ver t ib le 
Tr ipod a n d m ore a ccu ra tely ca lled a t r ipod , 
because the rod converts to a 3-legged tripod, 
Th e Com pod is a va ila b le from Am a zon.com 
for under $20.00.  

J oby Gorillapod . Ta k in g ph otos in low ligh t 
dem a n ds th e u s e of a t r ipod beca u s e n o on e 
ca n h old a ca m era s tea dy en ou gh a t s u ch a 
low s h u t ter s peed . Som etim es fin d in g a fla t 
s u rfa ce to p la ce a t r ipod on is d ifficu lt . Th e 
Gorillapod s crews in to th e bot tom of th e 
ca m era a n d th en , with its flexib le s p idery 
legs, can be twisted to secure the camera to a 
fen ce pos t or th e b ra n ch of a t ree to h old it 
steady.  

http://bit.ly/k05clD
http://www.tcpc.com
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Th e Gorilla pod com es in d ifferen t 
s izes to fit com pa ct d igita l ca m era a n d th e 
h ea vier SLR Ca m era s . High er en d a n d m ore 
expen s ive m odels n ow com e with a level 
bu bb le s o you ca n ch eck th a t th e ca m era is 
level wh en it ta kes th e ph oto. Of cou rs e, th e 
Gorilla pod ca n be s et u p a s a con ven t ion a l 
t r ipod a s well. It s ligh tweigh t a n d fits in to a 
pu rs e or ba ckpa ck . Th e Gorilla pod is 
a va ila b le from Am a zon .com , Ta rget .com , 
Adora m a .com , a n d n u m erou s oth er s ellers . 
Th e m odel for th e com pa ct d igita l ca m era 
usually sells for under $20.00.   

These are just a smattering of the gadgets 
available. In a fu tu re a r t icle I ll review 
a dd it ion a l ga dgets a fter I ve pu t th em 
through their paces. 
____________________________________________ 
One-Liners !!!  

War does not determine who is right - only 
who is left.  

Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; 
Wisdom is not putting it  in a fruit salad. 
________________________________________  

The Graphics Side of Word, Part 1 
By Nancy DeMarte , Colu m n is t, Office Talk , 
Sarasota PCUG, Inc., Florida 
www.spcug.org 
ndemarte (a t) Veriz on .net 
May 2011 is s ue, S aras ota PC Mon itor  

It is n a tu ra l to th in k th a t a word -
p roces s in g p rogra m wou ld dea l on ly with 
words . Cer ta in ly, m os t com m a n ds in 
Micros oft Word do rela te to ed it in g or 
form a tt in g text . Bu t ea ch n ew vers ion of 
Word h a s in trodu ced m ore wa ys to en h a n ce 
text with gra ph ica l elem en ts like clip a r t a n d 
ph otos . Th is a r t icle a n d th e on e n ext m on th 
will dea l with th e gra ph ics s ide of Word 2007 
-- wh a t th e op t ion s a re a n d h ow to u s e th em 
with in a Word docu m en t . Ma n y of th es e 
tech n iqu es a pp ly to Word 2003 a s well; a ll 
apply to Word 2007 and 2010.  

Th is m on th th e focu s will be on th e 
types of gra ph ics th a t m a y be in s er ted with in 
a Word docu m en t a n d h ow to in s er t th em 
s u cces s fu lly. To do th is , we n eed to exp lore 
th e Illu s tra t ion s grou p with in th e In s er t ta b 
in Word 2007. 
Inserting Pictures 

Sin ce a p ictu re is worth a th ou s a n d 
words , often a dd in g a ph oto to a docu m en t 
h elp s cla r ify its m ea n in g. To do th is , open a 
Word docu m en t a n d p la ce th e cu rs or on th e 
pa ge wh ere you wa n t a ph oto to appear. 
Double-clicking in any blank space inside the 
m a rgin s will pos it ion th e cu rs or a t th a t s pot . 
Click th e In s er t ta b - Pictu re. You r Pictu res 
folder will open , a llowin g you to s elect a 
ph oto from you r collect ion . Click th e ph oto, 
th en click In s er t to m a ke th e ph oto a ppea r in 
your document.  

Depen d in g on its s ize, th e ph oto m a y 
fill th e s creen , b lock in g ou t th e text , or ju m p 
to th e n ext pa ge. In s tea d of pa n ick in g, fin d 
on e of th e corn ers of th e ph oto a n d d ra g it 
towa rd th e cen ter to redu ce its s ize wh ile 
m a in ta in in g its p ropor t ion s . Wh en th e ph oto 
rea ch es th e des ired s ize, r igh t click it a n d 
s elect Text-wrapping - Tigh t or Squ a re from 
the menu.  

Th is will a llow th e ph oto to be m oved 
a rou n d a n d pos it ion ed with in th e docu m en t 
with text s u rrou n d in g it . You ca n exper im en t 
with oth er text-wra pp in g ch oices if you wa n t 
th e ph oto pos it ion ed d ifferen t ly, s u ch a s 
beh in d th e text . Som etim es Text-wra pp in g is 
n ot vis ib le in th is m en u . Ch oos e Form a t 
Pictu re in s tea d , th en La you t , to get th e text-
wrapping choices. 

Wh en you s elect th e ph oto n ow, you 
will n ot ice th a t a n ew ta b ca lled Form a t h a s 
a ppea red in th e r ibbon a t th e top of th e 
screen with the phrase Picture Tools above it. 
Click Pictu re Tools to revea l com m a n ds 
rela ted to ed it in g a n d form a tt in g th e ph oto. 
Th es e tools a llow you b r igh ten or crop th e 
ph oto, a dd borders a n d effects , a n d ch a n ge 
its pos it ion or s ize. Wh en you des elect th e 
photo, notice that the Format tab and Picture 
Tools disappear.   

Inserting Clip Art 
Office 2007 h a s exten ded th e 

defin it ion of Clip Art to in clu de n ot on ly th e 
s ta n da rd d ra win gs a n d ph otos , bu t a ls o 
m ovies a n d s ou n ds . Th ere a re th ou s a n ds of 
th es e item s wh ich ca n be in s er ted in to you r 
docu m en ts . Open you r docu m en t a n d click 
the Insert tab - Clip Art. Fortunately, the Clip 
Art d ia log box, wh ich open s a lon g th e r igh t 
s ide of th e s creen , con ta in s a powerfu l 
search feature.  

Begin by en ter in g a s ea rch term , like 
"b ir th da y ca ke." Th en , u s in g th e d rop down 
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m en u s , ch oos e wh eth er to s ea rch ju s t on 
you r com pu ter , th e Micros oft Office webs ite, 
th e wh ole web or a ll of th es e (bes t ch oice). 
You can also choose which kind of media you 
wa n t to s ea rch , s u ch a s clip a r t or s ou n ds 
on ly. With a fa s t In tern et con n ect ion , it ta kes 
on ly a cou p le of s econ ds for th e Clip Art 
s ea rch box to retu rn item s wh ich m eet you r 
search criteria after you start your search.  

To a dd a clip a r t item to you r 
docu m en t , m erely d ra g it from th e Clip Art 
box to you r docu m en t . To a dd m ore th a n on e 
item a t a t im e, h old down th e Ctr l key wh ile 
you s elect item s , a n d th en d ra g th e wh ole 
group togeth er . On ce th e clip s a re in th e 
docu m en t , follow th e s a m e gen era l 
in s tru ct ion s for res izin g, text wra pp in g, a n d 
m ovin g a s you d id for ph otos . A Help 
com m a n d a t th e bot tom of th e Clip Art box 
ca n h elp you s olve a n y p rob lem s you 
en cou n ter . You m a y clos e th e clip a r t d ia log 
box when finished adding clips. 
Inserting Shapes 

Older versions of Word had a Drawing 
toolba r wh ich ga ve a cces s to a few s h a pes 
a n d tools for work in g with th em . Word 2007 
h a s m a de a n ot icea b le im provem en t in th e 
n u m ber of a va ila b le s h a pes a n d h ow s h a pes 
a re orga n ized . On th e In s er t ta b , click 
Sh a pes in th e Illu s tra t ion s grou p to open th e 
expanded gallery.  

Click th e s h a pe you wa n t , bu t don 't 
expect it to a ppea r in s ta n t ly in you r 
document the way a photo does. Instead, you 
m u s t click in s ide th e docu m en t wh ere you 
wa n t th e s h a pe to a ppea r . Hold down th e left 
m ou s e bu t ton a n d d ra g a n y d irect ion to 
make the shape visible. Once it's there, it can 
be res ized by d ra ggin g on e of th e "h a n d les " 
(small squares along the edge) and moved the 
s a m e wa y a s clip a r t . Righ t-click in g th e 
s h a pe gives you a m en u of op t ion s s im ila r to 
those for a photo or clip art.   

If you s elect th e s h a pe in you r 
docu m en t , th e Form a t ta b a ppea rs a ga in bu t 
with n ew com m a n ds . Click Dra win g Tools to 
s ee wa ys to en h a n ce you r ob ject . For 
exa m ple, you ca n ch oos e fill colours, effects , 
and arrangements of multiple objects. 

If you a re des ign in g a com plex 
a rra n gem en t of s h a pes , you m a y wis h to u s e 
th e Dra win g Ca n va s tool wh ich is fou n d a t 
th e bot tom of th e s h a pes ga llery. Th is tool 
crea tes a la rge a rea in wh ich to pu t m u lt ip le 
gra ph ic elem en ts to crea te a com plex 
d ra win g. Th e ca n va s keeps ob jects from 
m ovin g a rou n d u n expected ly, bu t ca n be 
difficult to control.  

A s im p ler wa y to work with m u lt ip le 
ob jects is to u s e th e tools fou n d in the 
Arra n gem en ts grou p in Dra win g Tools . On e 
com m a n d lets you m ove a n ob ject to th e 

fron t or ba ck of th e a rra n gem en t; a n oth er 
lets you rota te a n ob ject . An es pecia lly u s efu l 
com m a n d is Grou p , wh ich is a s im ple wa y to 
pu t ob jects togeth er . Firs t a r ra n ge th e 
ob jects in you r docu m en t . Th en , wh ile 
h old in g down th e Ctr l key, s elect a ll th e 
s h a pes you n eed . Click Dra win g Tools - 
Group - Grou p to m erge th em s o th ey a re 
t rea ted like on e ob ject . If you wa n t to s p lit 
them apart, click Group - Ungroup. 

Th es e th ree types of gra ph ic item s -- 
p ictu res , clip a r t , a n d s h a pes -- were pa r t of 
ea r lier vers ion s of Word . Th ey were im proved 
in Word 2007 by offer in g m ore ch oices a n d 
bet ter orga n iza t ion of tools . Next m on th we 
will con t in u e with a look a t a n ew gra ph ic 
fea tu re in trodu ced in Word 2007 ca lled 
Sm a rt Art , p lu s th e im proved Ch a r ts 
elem en t , a n d s om e wa ys th a t text ca n 
becom e a r t a s well.  
__________________________________________ 
One-Liners !!  

Going to church doesn't make you a 
Christian any more than standing in a 
garage makes you a car.  

We never really grow up, we only learn how 
to act in public. 
___________________________________________  

Bluetooth - Not a d en t a l d ia gnos is or a 
rare tooth problem. 
By Ph il S orren tino, Pres id en t, S aras ota PCUG, 
Florida 
www.spcug.org 
pres id en t (a t) s pcug.org 
October 2011 issue, Sarasota PC Monitor  

Blu etooth is th e n a m e given to a 
tech n ology th a t u s es s h or t-ra n ge ra d io lin ks , 
a n d is in ten ded to rep la ce th e ca b le(s ) 
con n ect in g por ta b le a n d / or fixed electronic 
devices . Th e vis ion is th a t it will a llow for th e 
rep la cem en t of th e m a n y p rop r iety ca b les 
th a t con n ect on e device to a n oth er with on e 
universal radio link.  

Its boa s ts s u ch key fea tu res a s 
robu s tn es s , low com plexity, low power a n d 
low cos t , a n d it wa s des ign ed to be opera ted 
in noisy frequency environments. 

Blu etooth is a com m u n ica tion s 
s ta n da rd for in tercon n ect in g electron ic 
devices a n d is defin ed by th e Blu etooth 
s pecifica t ion .  Blu etooth u s es a form of da ta 
pa cket s witch in g, a tech n ology th a t is u s ed 
to t ra n s m it d igita l da ta via a wireles s 
communications link.   

Blu etooth opera tes in th e u n licen s ed 
ISM (In du s tr ia l, Scien t ific a n d Med ica l) 
2 .4GHz frequ en cy ba n d , a n d a voids 
in terferen ce from oth er s ign a ls by h opp in g to 
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a n ew frequ en cy a fter t ra n s m it t in g or 
receiving each packet.  Here is a little history, 
for you tech h is tory bu ffs , to s h ow h ow lon g 
Bluetooth has been around.   

Work on Blu etooth wa s s ta r ted in 
1994 by two Er ics s on Corpora t ion en gin eers , 
a n d th e Blu etooth 1 .0 s pecifica tion wa s 
relea s ed Ma y 1998 . Vers ion 1 .0 , with a da ta 
ra te les s th a n 1 Mb/ s , h a d m a n y p rob lem s , 
a n d m a n u fa ctu rers h a d d ifficu lty m a k in g 
th eir p rodu cts in teropera b le.  Blu etooth 2 .0 
wa s relea s ed Novem ber 2004 with a fa s ter 
da ta t ra n s fer ra te (a pp rox. 2 .1Mb/ s ).  An d 
finally, Bluetooth 3.0 was released April 2009 
with a da te ra te of u p to 24Mb/ s with 
im provem en ts a n d n ew fea tu res a n d is th e 
current standard. 

Blu etooth u s es a ra d io tech n ology 
ca lled frequ en cy-h opp in g s p rea d s pectru m 
wh ich ch ops u p th e da ta bein g s en t a n d 
tran s m its ch u n ks of it on u p to 79 d ifferen t 
frequ en cies . Blu etooth p rovides a wa y to 
con n ect a n d exch a n ge in form a tion between 
devices s u ch a s Sm a rtph on es , la p tops , 
pers on a l com pu ters , p r in ters , Globa l 
Pos it ion in g Sys tem (GPS) receivers , d igita l 
cameras, video games, and others.  

Blu etooth is a n open , wireles s 
p rotocol for exch a n gin g da ta over s h or t 
d is ta n ces between devices , crea t in g a 
pers on a l a rea n etwork (PAN).  It wa s 
or igin a lly con ceived a s a wireles s a ltern a t ive 
to th e old s er ia l RS-232 da ta ca b les . 
Bluetooth is a n etwork a n d th u s ca n con n ect 
m a n y devices , u n like RS-232 wh ich wa s 
s t r ict ly s er ia l poin t-to-poin t .  Blu etooth is 
p r im a r ily des ign ed for low power 
consumption, with a short range.   

Th ree ra n ges a re defin ed in th e 
s ta n da rd , 100 m eters (Cla s s 1 ), 10 m eters 
(Cla s s 2 ), a n d 1 m eter (Cla s s 3 ).  Beca u s e 
Blu etooth devices u s e ra d io (b roa dca s t) 
com m u n ica tion s , th ey do n ot h a ve to be in 
lin e of s igh t of ea ch oth er .  Blu etooth m a kes 
it pos s ib le for th es e devices to com m u n ica te 
with ea ch oth er a n d t ra n s fer in form a tion a s 
long as they are in range.  

Both Blu etooth a n d Wi-Fi a re 
exa m ples of wireles s tech n ology th a t u s e th e 
u n licen s ed 2 .4GHz frequ en cy s pectru m .  
Both h a ve m a n y a pp lica t ion s in toda y's 
offices a n d h om es s u ch a s : s et t in g u p 
n etworks , p r in t in g, con n ect in g coopera t in g 
devices , a n d t ra n s ferr in g da ta files a m on g 
com pu ters a n d s m a rt devices . Wi-Fi is 
in ten ded a s a rep la cem en t for ca b lin g for 
gen era l loca l a rea n etwork a cces s in work 
areas.   

Blu etooth is in ten ded a s a 
rep la cem en t for ca b lin g a m on g equ ipm en t in 
clos e p roxim ity.  Wi-Fi is in ten ded for u s e in 

equ ipm en t a s a wireles s loca l a rea n etwork 
(WLAN).  Blu etooth is in ten ded for u s e a s a 
smaller, personal area network (PAN). 

A PC u s es a Blu etooth a da p ter in 
order to com m u n ica te with oth er Blu etooth 
devices .  Wh ile s om e des k top com pu ters a n d 
m os t recen t la p tops com e with a bu ilt -in 
Blu etooth a da p ter , oth ers requ ire a n extern a l 
a da p ter , u s u a lly in th e form of a Blu etooth 
Don gle.  Blu etooth a llows m u lt ip le devices to 
com m u n ica te with a com pu ter over a s ingle 
adapter.   

For Micros oft Win dows p la tform s , 
Win dows XP Service Pa ck 2 , Vis ta , a n d 
Win dows 7 a ll h a ve n a t ive s u ppor t for 
Blu etooth . (Previou s vers ion s requ ired u s ers 
to in s ta ll th eir Blu etooth a da p ter 's own 
d r ivers , wh ich were n ot d irect ly s u ppor ted by 
Microsoft.)    

Som e o f the m ore c om m on applic at ions o f 
Bluetooth are: 
* Wireles s con trol of a n d com m u n ica t ion s 
between a m ob ile ph on e a n d a h a n ds -free 
h ea ds et .  Th is wa s on e of th e ea r lies t 
applications. 
* Wireles s com m u n ica tion s with PC in pu t 
a n d Ou tpu t devices , th e m os t com m on bein g 
the mouse, keyboard and printer. 
* Rep la cem en t of t ra d it ion a l wired s er ia l 
com m u n ica tion s u s ed in : tes t equ ipm en t , 
GPS receivers , Med ica l equ ipm en t , ba r code 
scanners, and traffic control devices. 
* Between ga m e con s oles s u ch a s Nin ten do s 
Wii, a n d Son y s Pla ys ta t ion a n d th eir 
respective controllers. 
* Between video ca m era a n d rem ote m on itor 
in Baby Monitor Systems. 
* Between Ga ra ge Door Open er Motor a n d 
Rem ote Ga ra ge Door Open er Con troller .  

As you ca n s ee from th is lis t , th ere 
a re m a n y rea s on s for com pu ter devices to 
com m u n ica te with ea ch oth er .  Here is a 
qu ick com pu ter com m u n ica t ion s con cep t 
tu tor ia l.  Wh en a n y two devices n eed to 
com m u n ica te, th ey h a ve to a gree on a 
n u m ber of th in gs before th e com m u n ica t ion 
can begin.  

The firs t poin t of a greem en t is 
physical: Will they talk over wires, or through 
s om e form of wireles s s ign a ls ? If th ey u se 
wires , h ow m a n y a re requ ired ; on e, two, 
eigh t , 25? On ce th e ph ys ica l a t t r ibu tes a re 
decided , a dd it ion a l qu es t ion s a r is e, s u ch a s 
h ow m u ch da ta will be s en t a t a t im e? For 
in s ta n ce, s er ia l por ts s en d da ta 1 b it a t a 
t im e, wh ile pa ra llel por ts s en d s evera l b its a t 
on ce.   An d , h ow will th ey s pea k to ea ch 
oth er? All of th e devices in a n electron ic 
n etwork n eed to kn ow wh a t th e b its m ea n 
a n d wh eth er th e m es s a ge th ey receive is th e 
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s a m e m es s a ge th a t wa s s en t (i.e. ch ecks u m s 
at the end of a message).  

Th is m ea n s develop in g a s et of 
com m a n ds a n d res pon s es com m on ly kn own 
a s a Protocol. Blu etooth is es s en t ia lly a 
n etwork in g s ta n da rd th a t defin es th es e two 
levels , ph ys ica l a n d p rotocol. Blu etooth 
p rotocols s im p lify th e d is covery a n d s etu p of 
services between devices.   

Before a n y com m u n ica tion s ca n ta ke 
p la ce between two Blu etooth devices , th ey 
h a ve to be pa ired .  In order to pa ir two 
Blu etooth wireles s devices , a pa s s word (or 
Pa s s Key) h a s to be exch a n ged between th e 
two devices . A Pa s s key is a code s h a red by 
both Blu etooth devices , wh ich p roves th a t 
both u s ers h a ve a greed to pa ir with ea ch 
other. 

A very b r ief des cr ip t ion of Blu etooth 
pa ir in g is a s follows :  Blu etooth Device A 
looks for oth er Blu etooth devices in th e a rea .  
Blu etooth Device A fin ds Blu etooth Device B.  
Blu etooth Device A p rom pts you , th e u s er , to 
en ter a pa s s word (or Pa s s Key).  Blu etooth 
Device A s en ds th e Pa s s key to Blu etooth 
Device B.  Blu etooth Device B s en ds th e 
Pa s s key ba ck to Blu etooth Device A.  At th is 
poin t , Blu etooth Devices A a n d B a re pa ired 
and able to exchange data.   

Da ta between th e devices will be 
a ccom plis h ed wireles s ly, over-the-a ir , a grea t 
boon to th os e wh o d is like th e ra ts n es t of 
wires typ ica lly fou n d beh in d electron ic 
devices. 

So, a lth ou gh den t is ts p roba b ly cr in ge 
wh en th ey h ea r th e term , with a ll th e 
com pu ter devices you m a y h a ve or a re 
th in k in g of get t in g, th ere s p roba b ly a 
Blu etooth in you r fu tu re. 
___________________________________________  

Tech Terms 
By S and y Berger, Com puKIS S New s le tter 
www.compukiss.com 
sandy (at) compukiss.com  

If you wa n t to be kn owledgea b le in 
toda y s world , you h a ve to u n ders ta n d s om e 
h igh tech term s . Here a re few of popu la r 
terms for 2011.   

Terabyte 
For th e la s t few yea rs , we h a ve ta lked 

a bou t th e a m ou n t of s tora ge th a t a com pu ter 
h a s in term s of giga bytes . Now we a re 
s ta r t in g to s ee com pu ters offer in g tera byte 
d r ives . A tera byte is 1 ,024 giga bytes . Or to 
tes t you r m a th em a tica l a b ilit ies , it is 
equ iva len t to 2 to th e 40 th power or 
1 ,099 ,511 ,627 ,776 bytes . You don 't n eed to 
kn ow th e deta ils , ju s t kn ow th a t a tera byte 
h a rd d r ive ca n s tore th ou s a n ds a n d 

th ou s a n ds of docu m en ts , s on gs , a n d oth er 
data.   

SSD 
SSD s ta n ds for Solid Sta te Dis k . Th is 

is a s tora ge device like a h a rd d r ive. Un like a 
h a rd d r ive, h owever , it con ta in s n o m ovin g 
pa r ts . SSDs a re m u ch fa s ter th a n h a rd 
d r ives a n d s o th ey im prove th e perform a n ce 
of a computer or other device.   

Cloud-Computing 
In term s like "clou d com pu tin g," 

"clou d s tora ge," a n d "clou d s ervices ," th e 
clou d s im p ly m ea n s th e In tern et . In clou d 
com pu tin g, a pp lica t ion s th a t ru n on th e 
In tern et rep la ce des k top p rogra m s th a t a re 
u s u a lly s tored a n d ru n loca lly on you r own 
com pu ter . Wh en work in g "in th e clou d ," your 
com pu ter or you r m ob ile device is s im p ly th e 
con du it th a t con n ects with you r da ta a n d 
with a program that accesses your data.   

Bing 
Bin g is a s ea rch en gin e th a t wa s 

developed a n d is ru n by Micros oft . It is a 
Google s ea rch en gin e com petitor a n d 
performs a very s im ila r fu n ct ion . Note th e 
name. This may well be the first decent name 
th a t Micros oft h a s ch os en s in ce it pu t ou t 
Micros oft Office a n d Micros oft Word . You ca n 
ch eck ou t Bin g's s ea rch ca pa b ilit ies by goin g 
to www.bing.com.   

Video Streaming 
Streamin g is a tech n iqu e for 

t ra n s ferr in g da ta s o th a t it ca n be p roces s ed 
a s a s tea dy a n d con tin u ou s s t rea m . It is 
com m on ly u s ed for video a n d m ovies . With 
s t rea m in g, th e device you a re u s in g to view 
th e videos ca n s ta r t d is p la yin g th e video 
before th e en t ire file h a s been t ra n s m it ted . 
That means that you get to enjoy the video or 
m ovie m ore qu ick ly. Toda y's s t rea m in g 
tech n iqu es a ls o p la y m ovies m ore s m ooth ly 
than previous technologies.   

Land Line 
A la n d lin e is a n old -fashioned 

teleph on e lin e th a t gets s ervice from a 
telephone company and allows you to talk via 
teleph on es th a t a re a t ta ch ed to th e wa ll. 
People are giving up their land lines in droves 
to ta ke a dva n ta ge of cell ph on es a n d In tern et 
telephone services.   

FarmVille 
Fa rm Ville  is a Fa cebook ga m e by 

Zynga . Million s of peop le p la y Fa rm Ville. 
Th ey ra is e flowers a n d crops , feed th e 
a n im a ls , a n d orga n ize a n d decora te th eir 
fa rm s . It is a t ru ly in cred ib le ga m e a n d 
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ju dgin g by th e n u m bers of p la yers , it is a ls o 
qu ite a dd ict ive. As k a rou n d . If a n y of you r 
friends a re p la yin g th is ga m e, h a ve th em 
s h ow you th eir fa rm s . I gu a ra n tee th a t you 
will be amazed.   

Netflix 
Netflix is th e lea d in g s u bs cr ip t ion 

s ervice for ren t in g DVDs a n d s t rea m in g 
m ovies a n d televis ion ep is odes over th e 
In tern et . It cu rren t ly h a s m ore th a n 20 
m illion m em bers wh o pa y $8 .95 or m ore a 
month for this service.   

Tablets 
If you h a ven 't h ea rd of a Ta b let or a 

Tablet PC, you have been living under a rock. 
Ta b lets a re a very ea s y wa y to work with 
em a il a n d to b rows e th e In tern et . Ta b lets 
h a ve tou ch s creen s a n d ru n s m a ll Apps th a t 
perform ta s ks like p la yin g ga m es , get t in g th e 
wea th er , s por ts s cores , a n d oth er 
in form a tion . Cu rren t ly App le's iPa d is th e 
m os t popu la r ta b let , bu t com petitors a re 
s ta r t in g to a ppea r . Bla ckberry h a s a ta b let 
ca lled th e Pla ybook . Motorola h a s th e Xoom . 
Sa m s u n g h a s on e ca ked th e Ta b . HP recen t ly 
introduced a tablet called the TouchPad.   

Now that you are up-to-date on some 
of the technologies out there, it won't be long 
before you buy a tablet to view your Netflix 
movies and buy a computer with a terabyte 
hard disk to tend to your FarmVille farm 
while doing most of your computing in the 
cloud. Technology is moving fast. Jump 
aboard and join the fun! 
__________________________________________  
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Yes , I b rou gh t a n iPa d . Bu t th ere is a 
rea s on or ra t ion a l beh in d it . Wh ile a t CES I 
won a n App le iPh on e 4 . As it tu rn ed ou t 
th ou gh th ey s en t m e a n App le Store ca rd 
worth $199 wh ich wou ld pu rch a s e th e 
iPh on e 4 , bu t wa s good for a n yth in g. I d id 
th in k a bou t s ellin g it , bu t I s ta r ted to s ee th e 
iPa d a s s om eth in g th e gra n dk ids cou ld u s e 
to play educational programs.  

This is kind of like when my son some 
yea rs ba ck bou gh t u s a good s et of s pea kers 
for $200 for ou r TV. My wife wen t ou t a n d 
b rou gh t a $450 h u tch to h old th em . Not 
quite equalling ou t . So I m get t in g $199 off, 
bu t s t ill h a ve to s pen d a bou t $350 to get th e 
iPad.   

After h ea r in g a bou t th e iPa d 2 com in g 
ou t I wa s rea lly in teres ted . Like m a n y oth ers 
I wa s d is a ppoin ted to s ee it d id n ot com e ou t 
with th e p red icted USB por t or m ed ia rea der . 
Som e were even s a yin g wa it for th e iPa d 3 , 
but I decided to go ahead and get the iPad 2.  

Th ere wa s a fou r week wa it for it a t 
th e App le On lin e s tore s o I pu t th e order in 
a n d got $199 ta ken off. After it a r r ived I h a d 
to s et u p a n iTu n es a ccou n t . My firs t 
im pres s ion wa s -- looks cool, bu t n ot rea lly 
ergon om ic. Th e top is very s m ooth like gla s s . 
At lea s t in m y pers on a l op in ion I wou ld like 
s om eth in g like a ru bber ized s t r ip . I wa n t 
s om eth in g to s top it from s lipp in g ou t of m y 
h a n ds . Th is is es pecia lly t ru e wh en th e 
gra n ds on s ta r ts p la yin g with it . I d id bu y a 
case to hold it.  

So fa r I ve in s ta lled a n u m ber of 
edu ca t ion a l a pps (p rogra m s ) a n d a few 
ga m es . I h a ve bou gh t a bou t $50 worth of 
a pps . I m a ls o t ryin g m a n y of th e free 
edu ca t ion a l a pps . Th ey a re lite vers ion s ; th a t 
is , th ey s h ow you a s m a ll por t ion of wh a t it 
will look like to get you to bu y th e fu ll 
version . My gra n ds on is fou r s o m os t of th em 
a re on es th a t h elp k id s lea rn th e a lph a bet , or 
how to count.  

Th e on e ga m e th a t is a dd ict in g to a ll 
of us is Angry Birds. Even my non-computing 
wife likes playing it. With my grandson I have 
to s et a lim it with h im s o h e a ls o p la ys th e 
educational games.  

On e I th ou gh t wou ld be rea lly cool is 
th e Tim e Wa rn er a pp . If you h a ve th em a s a 
TV a n d In tern et p rovider you ca n down loa d 
th e a pp for free. With it you ca n wa tch a 
n u m ber of th eir ch a n n els on th e iPa d . On ly 
problem is Wi-Fi con n ect ion is poor for th e 
iPa d . I ca n be s it t in g in m y livin g room a n d 
n ot get a con n ect ion a n d it is es pecia lly 
eviden t with th e Tim e Wa rn er a pp . I ca n 
ca tch th e Wi-Fi s ign a l very ea s ily with m y 
n otebook . I h a ve s a t r igh t in fron t of th e 
router a n d it s t ill h a s to bu ffer th e video to 
the iPad or it simply loses it.  

Wh ile fu n I do s t ill con s ider it to be a 
lu xu ry item , bu t gra n dpa ren ts h a ve been 
kn ow to s pen d lots of m on ey on th eir 
grandkids.  
___________________________________________ 
One_liners !!!!  

Evening news is where they begin with 'Good 
evening', and then proceed to tell you why it 
isn't.  

The early bird might get the worm, but the 
second mouse gets the cheese. 
____________________________________________ 
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